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The history of Dodd City began with Major Edmund Hall Dodd 
and his wife Elizabeth Garnett Dodd. They traveled from their 
home in Kentucky, where they were reared, to a spot one mile 
east of the present town of Dodd City which was along the Chi- 
huahua Trail. This trail served as a route connecting the eastern 
and western portions of the Republic and later the state of Texas. 
The trail originated at Moorsville, near Texarkana, and traversed 
the state by way of Cook’s Courthouse, now Gainesville, Fort Bel- 
nap, near Graham, Phantom Hill, near Snyder, Big Springs, Co- 
manche Spring, now Fort Stockton, and terminted at Fort Lea- 
ton, now the location of Presidio which the early Spaniards reached 
by way of the Conchos from Chihuahua City. 

Major Dodd was born in Barren County, Kentucky, August 26, 
1814, the son of a Virginian by birth who hadi settled in Kentucky 
when that state was in its infancy. Major Dodd’s father was a 
distiller until his marriage to Jane Hall; following his marriage 
he farmed until his death in 1848. 

The Major was reared in Kentucky where he attended the 


Grave of eae J. Dodd 


district schools, and where in 1833, he married Miss Elizabeth 
Garnett whose family was early settlers of Kentucky. He and his 
wife had thirteen children. One of their children, Frances J. Dodd, 
was the first person to be buried in the Dodd City Cemetery, No- 
vember 17, 1842. 

Major Dodd’s house was a log cabin, built about 1840, re- 
modeled in 1850, and remodeled again about 1900 when it was 
enlarged with a second story constructed at the rear of the or- 
iginal building. This house served not only as the Dodd home, 
but as an inn for travelers on the stage coach line from Clarks- 
ville, Texas, to a western junction with the Butterfield Stagecoach 
Route, and as a place of departure for freight wagons which 
were pulled by oxen and driven to Jefferson by Hade Whitsett, 
Tibb Dodd, and other early settlers. It also served as a post of- 
fice in 1845 when, the settlement was called Lick. Mrs. Dodd was 
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Home of Major Edmund Hall Dodd 


In 1852 the settlement was called Quincey, although the post 
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office remained Lick until it was abandoned at the outbreak of 
the War Between the States in 1861. The name of the settlement 
was changed to Dodd by Luke Smith when the Texas and Pacific 
Railroad was constructed in 1873. 


The fifties found Dodd City as most western frontier towns. 
It had two businesses, a family grocery store and a saloon. The 
grocery store was operated by Jim Nunn and Frank D. Stewart, 
who was an early pioneer from Jackson County, Tennessee. The 
saloon was operated by John Brown and Bob Glover, and it was 
rumored to have been the scene of several murders. 


In 1860 Dodd City (Quincey) had its first hotel which was 
operated by Mrs. John Charters Organ and located at the present 
site of the First State Bank Building. It was destroyed by fire 
and rebuilt in 1865 on the corner of the present Highway 82 and 
North Main Street. During the late 1860’s or early 1870’s Captain 
Reynolds opened a grocery store on the west side of Main Street 
where Levi Martin, a negro who cut wood for people, was later 
employed. About this time Dr. I. J. Sadler was the town’s physician. 

With the firing on Fort Sumter and the eruption of the War 
Between the States, local citizens took up arms to uphold all that 
was dear to their hearts. The men of Dodd City left for the war, 
and the women and slaves remained at home to manage the 
farms. Major Dodd, who was remunerated by the Confederate 
Government, remained at home and served as overseer of the 
slaves. When a slave needed to be disciplined, he was taken to 
the Major whose correction was usually verbal. 

Some of the men who served in the Confederate Army were 
L. I. (Tibb) Dodd, Camp 281, Company 138, Sweets Batallion, dis- 
charged June 1, 1865 by Major Sparks; W. H. Cobb entered Sep- 
tember 15, 1861, discharged by Joseph E. Johnston, April 26, 
1865; (Uncle) John W. Love entered August 1, 1861, regiment of 
Georgia, discharged April 9, 1865, Appomattox courthouse; W. 
J. Gunter, Camp 281, entered June 15, 1861, captured on May 
1, 1865; James Harvey Kincaid entered March 1, 1862, discharged 
May 1, 1865, served in 28ist Camp, Unit 1; J. M. Simpson entered 
August, 1862, discharged May 10, 1865, Company D of Bryants 
Batallion; A. T. Potts, member of Camp 281 entered August 3, 
1864, discharged May, 1865; O. H. Caldwell, assistant surgeon, 
member Camp 281, entered March 22, 1862, discharged May 15, 
1865; Captain J. M. Biggs, Camp 281, entered March 20, 1862, dis- 
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This picture was made in the early 1900’s when the John Hodge 
family operated the hotel. Left to right are: first floor—John Lee, 
Bertha Hodge, Mr. Gibson, Mrs. John Hodge, John Hodge, not iden- 
tified; second flocr—d McClary, Bob Beasley, T. E. Hodge, Clancy 
Hodge, Will Farr, Claude Hodge; third floor—Frank Lee, Fulton Lee. 


charged May 10, 1865, by General J. E. Johnston at Washington, 
Georgia; Captain T. J. VanNoy, M. D., Camp 281, entered July 15, 
1861, discharged April 26, 1865, by General J. E. Johnston; Cap- 


tain J. H. Roderick entered as sergeant March 3, 1862, discharged 


May 27, 1865. 

The War was described by Mrs. M. K. Biggs, who said in 
1899, “I believe we fought for all that was sacred and dear to the 
hearts of true patriots. I have never changed my opinion about 
it. ‘Truth crushed to earth will rise again. The eternal years of 
God are hers.’ ” 

The years following the war were difficult for the residents 
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of Dodd City and not until the 1870’s did prosperity return to the | 


City. In 1873 the Texas and Pacific Railroad was built through 


Dodd City on land donated by John Organ, who attempted to | 


‘persuade Jay Gould, President of the Texas and Pacific Railway 
Company, to name the station Dodd City, but Mr. Gould was 
-unyielding and the station was named Dodds. E. N. Phillips was 
the first depot agent and Zach Smith was the first man to ride a 
train through the city. With the coming of the railroad, and 
‘Dodd City’s being near the center of Fannin County, BOvsuceare 
was sure to come. 

In 1873 the Dodd City Baptist Church was established. The 

founding deacons were Monroe Waller, J. P. Griffin, H. P. Dickey, 
Bud Harris, (Uncle) John W. Love, and G. W. Farr, and in .1879 
Dodd City was incorporated with Dr. Orville H. Caldwell its 
‘first mayor. That same year the post office was granted with 
S. D. McGee its postmaster. Although the Texas and Pacific Rail- 
‘way Company had named its station Dodds, the post Office was 
peters Dodd City: © 
The: Presbyterian Church, which was originally at Shiloh, was 
‘moved to, Dodd City: by. the: Reverend R. R. Dunlap. It was the 
“only church building in’ Dodd: City, for: several years and:..was used 
by » -all: ‘the different. churches. asa meeting: house. ‘The present 
church building was built-in 1916. The wedding of Lorraine Organ 
and John Sparger, October 12,.1916, was the first service held in 
the building. | It was feared that the pews for the new church 
would not arrive in-time for the wedding,. but they. arrived on the 
-night ‘train and were Bi ete ita a a hours. before the cere- 
mony. 
‘The © census made ne L. I. Dodd, ‘June 1 1880, to June 22, 
1880, states that Dodd City.‘had.two ministers, several. teachers, 
and that there. were 2,430 people and five physicians. in precinct 
eight. . The physicians in precinct eight were: Dr. J. W. Thurmond, 
Dr, O. -H. Caldwell, Dr. Walt VanNoy,.Dr..T. J. VanNoy, and Dr. 
abe J. Eaton. 

“In 1881; A. W. Wilson, D. D., founded the Dodd. City School 
‘which soon won a reputation as a classical. academy of high ideals 
and thorough training. People from various parts of the coun- 
try came to Dr. Wilson’s school because of its high scholastic rat- 
ing. Latin, voice, piano, plane and analytical geometry, and com- 
mercial courses were taught by Dr. A. W. Wilson, principal, Mr. 
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James A. Biggs, Miss Isabella Wilson, Miss Sally Wilson, Miss Lilly 


Biggs, and Mr. I. W. Evans. On November 21, 1884, Dr. A. W. Wil- 
son had the following advertisement regarding his school pub- 


lished in the Dodd City Weekly Spectator: “The course of study is 
thorough; the discipline is firm. All pupils who desire to comply 
with wholesome regulations, and wish to improve are cordially 
received. Those who do not, are not wanted upon any terms.” The 
school was located in the southeast portion of town in a two story 
wooden building. 


Dodd City School 1881-1900 


Reverend A. W. Wilson, the founder of the school was an early 
day Presbyterian minister. He preached in points around Dodd City 
and helped found the Presbyterian Church in this part of the 
state. He was married to Miss Julia Caldwell, daughter of Wil- 
liam Caldwell, when he was twenty-five years old. He served in 
the Confederate Army in the War Between the States as lieu- 
tenant, in Company A, Batallion of Engineers and was soon pro- 
moted to the rank of captain. In 1900 he was honored as special 
grand master of the Odd Fellows and was grand chaplain of the 
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Grand Lodge of Texas at the time of his death. He preached as 
usual on the Lord’s day and the following Tuesday he was in- 
-jured in a runaway. The following Sunday, May 5, 1912, bright 
and beautiful as a Texas May day can be, he fell into eternal 
sleep. The church bells had ceased, the message had been de- 


livered, a Prince in Israel had been called’ home.! 
In 1883 the Dodd City Weekly Spectator was establsihed un- 


der the direction of I. Taylor Stevens. The Spectator was strict- 
ly a Democratic paper and entered all political affairs. with zest. 
It was called the “watch dog of Fannin County,” and was re- 
puted to have said what it thought. When the Studebaker Com- 
pany posted a notice in its factory stating that it would dismiss 
any employee who did not vote in favor of the Republican Bal- 
lot, The Spectator published the following letter which was 
prepared by some two hundred citizens of Dodd City and sent 
to the Studebaker Company. The letter was thus: 


Messrs Studebaker. Brothers 

south Bend, Indiana 

Sirst 

| Since the information that «you threatened “to ‘disfranchise 
your» employees, who. failed to vote as you directed, we have this 
day. made : arrangements. to purchase one of your. wagons, “coal 
. oil” the ‘same. and burn it in the presence of the voters: of this 
os precinct.” (Blaine’ s letters wilh not be included in this burn.) The 
2 event. will be: duly advertised and published with a request that 
é >the: press: ofthe . state copy the same. We burn the “Studebaker” 
; without. knowing who will be president; we burn it in the same 
spirit that the tea was thrown overboard on Boston harbor in 
1776; we burn it to commemorate the infamy you have heaped 
upon the workmen in your factory; we burn it that it may be 
emblazoned to Texas that you have placed a bulldozing bulletin 
on the walls of your factory, addressed to your work-men, after 
you have condemned “Copiah County, Mississippi’ and “Danville, 
Virginia,” that we may condemn your lying cant.and anathema- 
tize your hypocrisy, and that we may make your vile names odor- 
ous for all time to come, where liberty is Known as freemen exist; 
we burn it to indicate the full measure of our belief, that we con- 
sider you as the embodiment of all vileness, of low, dirty, and 


-1Fagleton, Davis Route, A Prince in Israel, Austin College. 
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abominable villainy and of being guilty of a sin that threatens the 
institutions of this country, by trying to rob freemen of their 
birth rights and stultifying decency by bulldozing those who are 
under you; we burn it to let our fellow countrymen of Texas know 
that we never desire to touch or handle any of your creations 
or make and that we consider the despicable coercion as trea- 
son; we burn it to consume the spokes, hubs, axles, etc., that 
have been made by the blood and sweat of victims, whom you 
have reduced below the standard of manhood.? 


This letter was written to the Studebaker Brothers on No- 
vember 4, 1884, and as stated in the letter, the people did buy a 
new Studebaker wagon and reduce it to ashes in front of the 
stores on Main Street. During this period some of the prominent 
businesses were: Howell and Moore Groceries, J. A. Kincaid and 
Company Groceries, Glover, Lee, and Company Groceries, Sadler 
and Sweeney Dry Goods (the town’s first brick building), W. R. 
Robinson Barber Shop, McDale and McGee Hardware, McClendon 
and Beasley Groceries, Marsh and Bradford Drugs, formerly the 
H. S. Randall Drug Store, the Stephens House (hotel) operated 
by B. L. Royse, VanNoy and Organ Drug Store, H. S. Randall 
Saloon, and H. D. Wolfe and Company Dry Goods. John Royse, 
horologist, Gass and Netherton Blacksmith Shop, and Mrs. A. S. J. 
Howell and Miss Nannie Rakestraw Millinery, were other prom- 
inent businesses. 

In 1885 Dodd City had four churches, one newspaper, The 
Spectator, and a population of 500. There was an average ship- 
ment of about 4,000 bales of cotton, 200 cars of grain, and about 
$5,000 worth of dairy products, produce, vegetables, and poultry 
shipped per year. The Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Honor, 
and Good Templars all had lodges in Dodd City. The first two 
owned their halls. The Dodd City High School was presided over 
by Dr. A. W. Wilson, and was one of the permanent institutions 
of the county. Also, Dodd City had an ample supply of public 
facilities in the way of hotels and livery stables. Although there 
was no local bank in 1885, there was a Loan and Exchange Associ- 
ation with I. D. Beasley, President, D. W. Sweeney, Vice-President, 
and S. D. McGee, Secretary-Treasurer. It was incorporated Feb- 


2Carter, W. A., History of Fannin County, Texas, 1885. 
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ruary 5, 1885. Also in 1885 Dodd City, which was the center of 
precinct eight, occupied quite a sphere in county politics and at 
one time it was considered that the county seat be located in the 
city. It was surrounded by black waxy land in a high state of 
cultivation which was marketable at from $15.00 to $33.00 per acre. 
Local merchants did an annual business of about $400,000.00 to 
$500, 000. 60, and shipped 110 cars of cotton seed, 15 cars of hay, 
a few cars of stock, 8,000 to 9,000 pounds of wool, and about an 
equal amount of hides. S. D. McGee, the lumber dealer, received 
and sold about 90 cars of lumber. 


| Jn: 1886. Dodd City was prospering. It had two gins, two grist 
mills, _ two livery stables, two hotels, two general merchandise 
stores, two blacksmith shops, one grain and lumber dealer, three 
grocery stores, one saloon (Brown and. Glover), one furniture 
Store (S. D. McGee, Furniture and Coffins), two dry goods stores, 
two eotton firms up, to date), one millinery store, one boot and 
shoe. shop; one barbershop, and-one school building in which was 
conducted.. the Dodd City High : School. with an enrollment of 170 
pupils, It: was presided over. by Professor T. M.: Cecil, formerly 
of . Virginia, who was assisted by ‘Professor. J. M. Biggs and wife. 
Four physicians were. practicing in ‘Dodd: City, and there was.a 
Loan and. . ‘Exchange, Association... One newspaper,. The Spectator, 
an, eight.-column.. folio which. was sold by-kie Stevens -to...the 
citizens of Dodd City in the fall of 1885, was published in 1886. 
At.various times it was under the. direction of W..T. Gass, Frank 
Brezelton, J. C. Woodward, 1890, and in 1892 Ben Moss_ was its 
editor. eek 

... The three most . eomninene as well as wealthinet institutions 
of the town, were Sadler and Sweeney, Mrs. B. C. Royse, and the 
Loan and Exchange Association. Sadler and Sweeney did an 
annual business which ranged from $30, 009.00 to $60,000.00 and were 
cotton buyers, who paid $125,000.00 locally for cotton. During this 
period there were two drug stores in Dodd City. One was oper- 
ated by Frank Stewart and John Organ. This was the city’s first 
drug store. 

Also in 1886 there were four organized churches: the Metho- 
dist Episcopal South, Baptist, Presbyterian, and the Cumberland 
Presbyterian. 

With the rapid growth in the 1880’s, streets were needed; 
therefore, in 1889 Tibb Dodd and Frank Stewart gave land for 
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the development of the present streets. 


The Dodd City Christian Church was erected September 4, 
1889, on land donated by I. D. Beasley, with Uncle Hade Whitsett 
and James M. Simpson its founding Elders. The church building 
was remodeled about 1918 when its steeple was removed and its 
roof lowered, thus forming its present appearance. One of the 
most memorable services to be held in the church was the fu- 
neral of Isham D. Beasley who was a prosperous farmer and 
rancher and an avid supporter of the Christian Church. He built 
the Church of Christ in Lannius and gave the land and a sum 
of money for the construction of the Church of Christ in Dodd 
City. Hie was the organizer of the Dodd City Masonic Lodge 
which was originally at Smyrna, and financed the construction of 
the first Masonic Lodge Hall in Dodd City. In 1894 he had a 
vault erected for his burial at a cost of $5,000.00, and he left the 
Dodd City Masonic Lodge a grant of $1,000.00 for its care. On Feb- 
ruary 22, 1903, this generous old gentleman with his long white 
beard was called Home. There was a cold north wind blowing, 
and it had been raining for days when he died. John Gray, an 
intimate friend of Mr. Beasley, was called upon to bring his 
friend’s body to the Christian Church (Church of Christ) where 
the funeral was to be conducted. Mr. Gray hitched eight mules 
to a wagon and went to Lannius where the coffin was placed on 
the wagon and brought over roads that were almost impassable 
to the church in Dodd City, where the eulogy was read by the 
Elder F. L. Young. When the eulogy had been read, the body was 
taken to Uncle Isham’s tomb. His body was laid on the south side 
of the vault; his hat and cane were placed along the north wall of 
the tomb, and his rocking chair was placed next to his coffin. The 
thick marble doors were closed. The end had come for a man 
who possessed faith, love, and charity. 

The following obituary of Mr. Beasley appeared in the Dodd 
ss News on February 27, 1903: 

PIONEER CITIZEN GONE 

One by one the old land marks are passing away. Most of 
the men who came to Texas fifty years ago have passed out of 
this life, and with their passing much that is really interesting 
in the: early life of the pioneers will be lost. Monday morning 
at 4 o’clock Mr. I. D. Beasley died at his home near Lannius, four 
miles northeast of Dodd City, aged eighty-one years, one month 
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and eight days. 

About. fifty-three years ago Mr. Beasley settled in this county. 
Then the country was sparsely settled. The nearest neighbors 
were. sometimes miles apart. The Indians were common on the 
side stretching prairies and along the wooded streams. All the 
hardships of frontier life were common to the brave and intrepid 
settlers. Men were valued for their endurance, bravery, and 
honesty. A man’s word was as good as his bond if he possessed 
any - real manhood, The vices of modern civilization were un- 
known. Of course men had their faults, but to succeed in this 
then new country certain manly attributes of character were 
necessary. Mr. Beasley possessed many of these manly traits, which 
were the foundation of his successful life. It is not known to 
the writer whether he brought much means with him; whether 
he. did. or not, he soon proved himself to be a wise Ey 
He. accumulated - considerable -property and managed prudently. 
He lived. simply, economically, but was always ready to aid those 
who were struggling to procure homes or to establish themselves 
in business if he was convinced they were in earnest and honest. 
In- his. benefactions he was ever modest, scarcely letting his left 
hand know, what his ‘right . hand did. He was always a warm. | 
friend of Dodd City. No.one has done. more than he to _advance 
the interests of the town. He had planned to erect a substantial 
residence in. the northern part of town, but his sickness and death 
came before he could carry out. his intentions. | 


In. 1894 he had built in the northeastern part of town a Tpeavis 
tiful mausoleum, or tomb, of Georgia marble, containing room 
for four bodies. About the same time he had purchased an elegant 
metallic coffin with his name engraved upon the plate. He had 
given minute instructions years before his- death in reference to 
his burial. No more beautiful, more tasteful cemetery can be 
found in ‘the state. To see his brisk walk, to’ look into his pleas- 
ant face, and to hear his pleasant greeting of friends, no one would 
think he would plan so deliberately about how he should be buried. 

‘In all -his life Mr. Beasley was an upright man. He quietly 
thought:much about men’s relation to each other and, to their 
Maker, but he never became a professed Christian until about -six 
years before his death. -.He had. been a devout Mason for over 
fifty years and had great reverence for the Bible and Scriptural 
truth. Soon after he fully accepted Christ he connected himself 
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‘with the Christian Church. There was no house of worship of his 
own faith near him. At his own expense he purchased a lot and 
erected a tasteful church in the village of Lannius. He enclosed 
the church yard and made everything about the place attractive. 
In thiis as in all that he did he never boasted, never attempted to 
make a show. Take it all together the world is better because 
Isham Beasley lived. Still, the world knew but little of his quiet 
benefactions. Doutbless many hearts are grateful for aid . ex- 
tended. about which others know nothing. 


Tomb of I. D. Beasley 


Despite the almost impassable condition of the roads an im- 
mense multitude of people crowded in and around the Christian 
Church here during the funeral services Tuesday afternoon. The 
services were conducted by Elder F. L. Young of Greenville, a 
minister for whom Mr. Beasley -had. great respect. At the close 
of.the. services.at the church, the remains were taken in charge 
by.the members of the lodge of which he was a charter member 
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and laid away in his own beautiful tomb, to rest quietly until 
raised on the morning of the resurrection. 


In 1890 the Dodd City Methodist Church was built on land 
donated by James Harvey Kincaid. Since its construction, it has 
been remodeled thus forming its present appearance. When the 
building was remodeled the steeple was removed because the 
bell which weighed between 1,200-1,500 pounds was too heavy 
for it to support. Mrs. Bert B. Hall tells of her ringing the bell for 
Sunday services and other events. “It always took two or three 
young ladies to ring the bell,” she said. The Methodist parsonage 
was built before the church, but the date of its construction is 
not known. Some charter members of the church were: James 
Harvey Kincaid, Horace Smith, Franklin Smith, Mrs. Bee Smith, 
and Mrs. Tibb Dodd. 


St 


Methodist Church 

During the eighties, the city had its second newspaper, the 
Dodd City News, published by John Welch which ran concurrently 
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‘with the Spectator until the latter discontinued publication ‘in 
1916. The exact date of the establishment of the Dodd City News 
_is not known, but in 1898 it was the largest paper in Fannin County. 
| In 1889 public schools in Fannin County were opened with 
J. M. Biggs of Dodd City the first County School Superintendent, 
and with J. H. Kincaid one of the first County School Board mem- 
bers. Mr. Biggs arrived in Texas by wagon on October 10, 1877, 
‘where he settled at Ladonia and established a school. In 1878 he 
‘and his family moved to Dodd City where Mr. Biggs later ail 
sociated himself with the Dodd City High School 

taught until he became County Superintendent. 43% ATE 


In the early 1800’s the Dodd City Cemetery was faded es- 
tablished as a free cemetery. It was. believed to have been one 
‘of the few free cemeteries in the state. Before the cemetery was 
officially established, the Shiloh cemetery, located southwest of 
Dodd City, was used by many Dodd City residents. 

In 1887 the William Marion Rayburn family arrived in Dodd 
City. Sam Rayburn, son of W. M. Rayburn, was just a lad when 
he’ got off the ‘train and little would one have thought that . he 
would eventually rise ‘to- national fame. The Rayburns spent their 
first days’ in Texas’ at the home of Monroe Waller, brother of Mrs. 
His getting off the train in Dodd City and BE to his anes 
‘home. | The Rayburn family, after rémaining in Dodd City for a 
brief period, made their home at Flag Springs where their chil- 
‘dren were reared. Two of the Rayburn children, Jim and Charles, 
‘made their homes in Dodd City where Charles was a co-owner of 


the Dickey Brothers’ store and where Jim and later his son, Charles, 
(Char ‘ley), were associated with the Dodd City Post Office. Mrs. 


Jim Rayburn, lovingly called Miss: Otha, taught piano in her 
home and: ‘atthe Dodd City High School, and her son Charles 
(Charley) operated ‘a grocery store in Dodd City for a number 
of years until March 18, 1956, when he and his mother died. 
The Honorable’Sam Rayburn, Uncle Sam, was a frequent visitor 
in his nephew’s' stcré ‘and was a friend to Dodd City. One June 28, 
1953, he waa speaker ‘at Dodd City’s only reunion, an occasion 
which drew approximately 1,500 people. In the fall of ‘1959 he 
made his last-public appearance in Dodd City to address a meet- 
ing of the Fannin County Democratic Women’s Club at the home 
of. M. L: Brent: -At the time of his death, November 16, 1961, Mr. 
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Sam was assisting Dodd City in improving its water system and 
installing a sewer system. 

The Dodd City Post Office operated two routes in the late 
1800’s, with one route being discontinued in the early 1900’s. Dur- 
ing this period, 1887, James F. Sadler of Dodd City was elected 
flotorial representative from Fannin and Lamar counties. 

Miss Lou Thompson, who ran a millinery shop in Dodd City, 
became a very popular local character in 1880. She carried an um- 
brella, birdcage, raincoat, hatbox, and Bible everywhere she went. 
She was an avid member of the Church, of Christ. 

During the 1890’s Dodd City continued to prosper with almost 
the same businesses as in 1885. There were three saloons, Brown 
and Glover, Al Gibson, and the John Lee Saloon, and there were 
two gins operating that did not catch up with their ginning in the 
autumn. ‘There were three grocery stores, which did a large busi- 
ness, and two barber shops. Some of the prominent stores were 
Fox-Hodge, and Company Hardware, located on the east side of 
Main Street, and Organ and! Biggs Dry Goods located on the west 
side of Main Street was one of the most complete general stores 
in Fannin county. The McGees ran a hardware store on the west 
side of Main Street which, sold anything in that line including cof. 
fins. Charlie Love and Bill Gray operated a grocery store in the 
same block. During this period’ James Cecil had a law office in 
Dodd City, and Dr. A. Nedder, a traveling optician from Ladonia, 
Texas, had an office in the Dickey Brothers and Morris Drug Store. 

Law was maintained by a city marshal) who was assisted by a 
justice court presided! over by Judge T. J. Self, and later in the 
1900’s by Judge A. T. Howell. Judge Self became judge in 1900 
and held that position until he resigned in 1906 to become an un- 
successful candidate for County Judge. In 1907 he was elected 
mayor of Dodd City and held that office until his election in 1908 
to the 31st Legislature. He served in the House of Representatives 
from 1908 until 1916, and served concurrently with Sam Rayburn 
from 1908 until 1912. The latter was the encumbent from place 
one, and Judge Self was the encumbent from place two. In order 
to assist the justice court, a jail was erected behind the stores on 
Main Street and was known as the Caliboose. The Calibcose served 
Dodd City well until one of its frequent residents, Levi Martin, 
while serving a sentence for one of his periodic Saturday night 
“drunks,” destroyed it by fire. eae escaped uninjured. 


North of Dodd City on Bois d’ Arc Creek there was a mill where 
bois d’ arc apples were ground. Their seeds were removed in or- 
der that they might be planted for fences. The leécation of the 
mill became known, as “Old! Mill Hiole” and became the scene of 
many swimming parties! and Fourth of July picnics. 

In 1909 the red wooden, school house located in the south part 
of town and cccupied by Dr. A. W. Wilson’s school was torn down, 
and a new two-story brick building ‘was built in the north part of 
town on Main Street. School was conducted in this building un- 
til 1919 when it was demclished in order that a new two-story brick 
building might be built. In 1937 the second floor of this building 
was. removed, and aj new high school building was erected: ad- 
joining it. The remaining lower floor is presently occupied by the 
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elementary school. The twelve grade accredited school currently 
has an enrollment of 170 pupils and has been presided over by M. 
Be 


L. Brent since 1947. 

There have been four newspapers published in Dodd City, the 
Gazette, the Dodd City Weekly Spectator, the Advocate, and the 
Dodd City News. The exact date these papers were published is 
not known with the exception of the Spectator which was published 
from 1883 until 1916. 

In 1900 Dodd City had several practicing physicians: Dr. Spence, 
Dr. Wolfe, Dr. Gill, Mr. John VanNoy, Dr. Sam Dickey, and Dr. 
Searcy, a traveling dentist who came through the country each year. 


In 1900 the Dodd City Cotton Oil Mill was constructed with 
funds obtained by subscriptions which were solicited by G. A. 
Mills. S. D. McGee was thie mill’s first manager, and John Heat 
was the first person to “fire” the boilers which utilized water 
pumped from the Oil Mill Pool. This pool was dug in February 
of 1900 under the direction of Mr. Goff, who dug it with scrapers 
pulled by mules. It was dug in twenty-eight days. The mill op- 
erated continuously from 1900 until 1919 and furnishcd employ- 
ment for a large number of people. 


Perhaps the most interesting event to occur in 1990 was the 
appearance of the Twenty Mule Team Borax wagons which over- 
turned at St. Mark Baptist Church east of Dodd City. The wagon 
workers turned the wagons upright and brought them to Dadd 
City to the Brotherton and Son Livery Stable where they were 
washed. Bill Brotherton washed all twenty mules for fifty cents 
per mule, and when they were washed, he was required to dry 
them with a rib bone. When the wagons were ready to continue 
their journey, they were taken down town by thcir old Irish wa- 
gon master. When he got down town, he jumped upon the side- 
walk and said, “By golly, I will give $5.00 to the fellow who can 
turn me twenty mules and wagons around in this square.” Bill 
Perkins told the team master if he would tell him the name of the 
lead mule, he would turn them around. The wagon master told 
him the name of the lead mule which was the blackest mule of 
them all. The Irishman, who was very surprised, said “By golly, 
his name be Jerry.’ Mr. Perkins turned the eighteen lead teams 
around; then he turned the two back teams which pulled the wa- 
gons around. The old Irishman said, “By golly, how come ye knew 
how to do it?” Mr. Perkins said, “‘That’s simple, I did it in Cali- 
fornia in the early days.” The Irishman, convinced that Dodd City 
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people could not be outwitted, turned his mules west for Death 
Valley. 

In 1902 the First National Bank of Dodd City was established 
with S. D. McGee, president, and A. W. Wilson, cashier. Later, S. 
D. McGee was followed by his son, W. C. McGee, who served as the 
bank’s president until it closed in December of 1941. 


-<° “FWirst’ National ‘Bank and Masonic Lodge Hall. The first floor 
‘cf “this. building is presently occupied by the Edward. Cox Sanyal 
store. :: 


‘Soon after the construction of the First National Bank, it be- 
Sind apparent that a second bank was needed; therefore, on No- 
vember'17, 1909; the First State Bank was chartered and operated 
for several years in R. E. McClary’s grocery store. The original 
shareholders of the bank were R. E.. McClary, T. D. Neal, John F. 
Hodge, J. M. Donaldson, J. W. Highfield, B. C. Beasley, I. S. Beas- 
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ley, and A. A. Beasley. These shareholders were also the first 
Board of Directors. In 1912 B. C. Beasley was the bank’s presi- 
dent; Claude J. Brent was its cashier, and R. E. McClary was its 
assistant cashier. Later John Lee was its president. In 1917 the 
bank constructed a building where it was located until it closed 
on January 1, 1929. J. Q. Stewart, Rayburn Sparks, Dewitt and. 
Ray Neal, and Claudie Hodge were also associated with the bank. 

The businesses in Dodd City around 1902 were as follows: 
northeast block of the downtown. district, Dickey Brothers and Love 
Hardware, Charlie Morris’s Confectionery, Fox-Hodge and Com- 
pany Hardware, and Whitsett and Lee’s General Merchandise. This 
block was destroyed by a fire which caused an estimated damage 
of $30,000.00. ‘The fire, occurring on February 24, 1903, followed an 
explosion in the Dickey Brothers and Love Hardware store. It was 
theorized that the explosion was caused by amateur thieves who 
were detonating dynamite. This block was later rebuilt. 

The southeast block, first building, second floor was the Odd 
Fellows Lodge Hall. The lower floor was a buggy store. In the 
adjoining building there was a barber shop, while in the next 
building, Captain Matt Biggerstaff had a chili joint with a justice 
court room in the rear of the building. Th» northwest block housed 
S. D. McGee Hardware, McCleary, Hodge and Lee Grocery, and the 
First National Bank. The southwest block housed Organ and Biggs 
General Merchandise Store. Next door was the T. J. VanNoy 
Drug Store. In 1903 the J. D. Roberts Livery Stable and the Cobb 
and Lowry Blacksmith Shop were located in Dodd City. Later 
about 1908 there was a livery ‘stable operated by George Brent 
and Joe Finley. 

When the stores on the west side of Main Street caught fire in 
1907, the Whippoorwill Express with Stormy Jordan, its engineer, 
stopped, blew its whistle, and reported the fire. The fire was ex- 
tinguished by the Dodd City Fire Department which consisted of 
a hand pump fire wagon. The fire department was organized: in 
about 1905, and was located behind the buildings on the east sidle 
of Main Street. It was abandoned about 1920 and the city did 
not have a fire department until 1956 when a fire truck was pur- 
chased. 

In 1903 Dodd City had a very active chapter of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy with Mrs. John Organ as its presi- 
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dent. During the war many of the men of Dodd City belonged 
to Quantrill’s Raiders. After Quantrill raided many farms and 
communities in Grayson county, he was pursued in Fannin county 
along Bois d’ Arc Creek by General Henry McCulloch. 


There have been various forms of public entertainment in 
Dodd City, but perhaps the most exciting and one of the earliest 
was Mollie Bailey’s one ring circus.- The glamorous Mollie Bailey 
with her glittering diamonds brought her show annually to Dodd 
City during the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. She located her tent 
south of the railroad track in the west part of town. Mobollie’s cir- 
cus consisted not only of animals, four of which were elephants, 
but of song and dance numbers. Songs such as “Won’t You Come 
Out and Play” were sung and frequently burlesques were per- 
formed at the expense of local citizens such as Uncle Tibb Dodd. 
Mollie’s show performed locally until it was permanently estab- 
lished in Houston where Mollie lived at the time of her death. 
When she died John Organ journeyed to Houston to serve as one 
of her pallbearers. Allso in the early 1900’s there were other types 
of entertainment such as chautauquas, lyceum courses, and dramas. 
Many of the dramas were performed by the city’s local acting 
company. Not until about 1915 did the city have a motion picture 
theater. It was located on the east side of Main Street and was 
operated by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Lewallen; later operators were 
Cason Morris and John Cobb. Pictures in those days were silent and 
to make the films more realistic, Mrs. Otha Rayburn played the 
piano with appropriate music and frequently, during intermissions, 
Joyce Rayburn and Juliet Organ performed musical numbers. En- 
tertainment was later provided, for Dodd City by traveling tent 
shows which performed such plays as “Ten Nights in a Bar Room,” 
“Lightning,” and “Lena Rivers.” For a brief period during the 
1930’s a dance hall was located on the east side of Main Street. 

In 1909 the city’s first concrete sidewalk was constructed by 
John Organ in front of his home at a cost of $100.00 to replace the 
cinder and board walks. The building of this walk paved the 
way for the construction of other walks; thus, in 1915 the mer- 
chants had concrete streets built downtown at a cost of $7,000.00. 
That same year, walks were constructed in other parts of town 
by W. M. Pennock, and when the walks were built and the streets 
surveyed, trees were set out along North Main Street. 
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In 1906 J. M. Donaldson, young physician, started practicing in 
Dodd City. Dr. Donaldson soon had a large practice which he 
tended day and night. The Honorable Sam Rayburn was! one of 
his patients. During the influenza epidemic, Dr. Donaldson worked 
day and night to bring his skills to the influenza victims. He 
worked one day north of the railroad tracks and one day south of. 
the railroad. He often took his pay in hay or corn, and some- 
times he was not paid. Im the 1930’s he moved his practice to 
Bonham where he practiced for about thirty years. 


In 1911 the Dodd City Water Company was organized, and in 
i920 it installed a system of water pipes and a water tower. When 
the first tank was being filled, it collapsed and a new tower and 
tank were erected. At various times since 1920 the following per- 
sons have served as water commissioner: Jim Culbreath, S. P. 
Mills, Roy Morriss, and J. R. Goodnight. Water service has been 
rather erratic, and the occurrence of periodic interruptions in ser- 
vice has become almost legendary. Other utilities were made avail- 
able when the Texas Power and Light Company installed its electric 
lines in 1913 and began service in.1914. In 1926 wood and coal 
became obsolete when the Lone Star Gas Company installed; its 
gas system. 


Dodd City continued to prosper until 1929 when the Great De- 
pression occurred. During this period many of the city’s busi- 
nesses began to close. In 1929 the First State Bank closed, and in 
1941 the First National Bank closed. Also in the early 1940’s the 
gin located in the east part of town closed, and in 1954 the Norris 
Kimbell gin closed. Elmer Berryhill was the manager of this gin 
when it closed. After operating for many years the depot closed 
in 1944. Some of the men who served as depot agents at various 
times were: E. N. Phillips, 1873, D. W. Sweeney, Mr. Polk, J. W. 
Booth, 1898, Tom Collins around 1900, Elmer Mitchell, 1902-1906, 
Ernest Denton, J. M. Jenkins, 1925-1936, Fred) R. Walthall, F. C. 
Hoptonspall, and a Mr. Brown. When the depot closed in 1944, 
B. Herman Scudder was its agent. On June 6, 1950, the Texas and 
Pacific Railway Company discontinued its passenger service, and 
number thirty-one was the last passenger train through the city. 
In May of 1951 the depot was sold to Frank Wright who moved it 
to his ranch west of Dodd City, and in 1958 the cotton platform 
was torn down. 
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Although Dodd City is no longer a business center, it has begun 
to grow as a residential area. New homes have been built; the 
streets have been improved; the water system is being improved, 
and a sewer system will soon be installed. During the city’s tran- 
sition from a business center to predominantly a residential area, 
many of the old landmarks have disappeared. One of the last 
landmarks to pass from the community was the Gray and Love 
Grocery store which was sold to Jimmy Mills and Lloyd Holleman 
in 1959. Although many of the landmarks and many of the found- 
ing fathers are gone, it may truly be said that Dodd City has made 
a significant contribution to the history and tradition of Fannin 
County, the State of Texas, and the United States of America, 
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